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PRE-PREPPERS

Brrr...it's cold outside! January was an exciting month in the Pre-Prepper classes.
We welcomed new friends Ava, Samantha, and Amrit, as well as Ms. Andrea,
to the Pre-Prepper front classroom, while Mrs. Jenn moved to the Prepper

front classroom to teach the older friends. This month we studied winter
weather and learned about the special types of clothes we wear during the
chilly season. The friends loved playing our snowman game during circle

time! Each day a different friend got to be our “snowman” and we all took
turns dressing him or her up in their fuzziest and warmest winter clothes!

We also began learning about the calendar. Our friends love singing the days
of the week song and counting the days on the calendar each morning. We
focused a lot on the basics this month as well. We worked very hard reviewing
our colors, shapes, opposites and sizes. We are all looking forward to a fun and
exciting year with new and old friends alike.

PREPPERS

It's been chilly this month in the Prepper classrooms since we have been
discussing animals of the Arctic and Antarctic regions. The Preppers
loved our week about penguins! We learned that there are different
types of penguins, such as the emperor penguin, the macaroni penguin
(the children’s favorite), the chinstrap penguin, the king penguin and
the yellow-eyed penguin! We also talked about polar bears and were
surprised to learn that a polar bear’s skin is actually black beneath the
white fur! This helps the bear absorb heat to stay warm in the cold
weather. To give the students an idea of how cold the polar regions are,
we put them into teams and let them stack ice cubes to form igloos.
They loved it! The Preppers have also started learning to trace and write
their names!

What a cold month in Pre-K as we dove headfirst into the chilly winter season! We
discussed winter attire and weather, and learned about different types of snow.
Next, we explored the wonderful world of ice, in all its forms: liquid, solid,

and gas! We created ice cream by mixing ice, salt, vanilla, and sugar! Our ice
cream experiment was fun, informative, and delicious! We focused next on
hibernation and winter animals. Our friends played “musical hibernation”

and created edible cinnamon bear paws while learning interesting facts

about polar bears and penguins. We saved the best for last when we

participated in fun winter activities! We had a snowball fight, searched for

sight word snowballs, made snow angels and frosted igloos, and even went

ice skating in the classroom! Wow...who knew that winter could be so much
fun? To emphasize the importance of teamwork for our group activities,

we read The Crayon Box that Talked by Shane DeRolf. Our friends learned

that, although we are different from each other, when we work together the
outcome is beautiful. They loved creating their very own crayon box, on display in
the Pre-K hallway!
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This month in Physical Education, we completed units on two traditional winter sports, basketball and volleyball. In
basketball, Kindergarten and First Grade primarily worked on their dribbling skills. The students enjoyed several challenging
activities that required the use of both hands to dribble the basketball. Second through Fifth Graders, in addition to
dribbling and passing skills, worked on the proper form to shoot a layup and set shot. In volleyball, all grades worked on
the forearm bump and overhead set. To ensure hitting success, the early grades used balloons while the older grades used
beach balls. We also learned a new game this year, Newcombe ball, designed to help the students learn the rules and
scoring of volleyball.

AFTER SCHOOL

In Afterschool we are excited about the new year and all the fun activities in store for us. We are also very happy to
welcome our new Afterschool teacher, Ms. Mosley. This month, we had a great time learning new group games to play in
the Fieldhouse. In Afterschool Art, Ms. Henderson helped us make shadow silhouettes, and they look fantastic!

SPANISH

This month, the Preschool classes learned the parts of the body! To practice this new
vocabulary, we put together Mr. Potato Head while naming each body part in Spanish.
The friends also enjoyed building Matman, a “person” made completely out of objects
found in our classroom! For our cultural lesson this month, we explored Spain and
discussed Spanish customs, food, and artwork. The Primary School students studied a
wide variety of subjects in Spanish. The Kindergarteners enjoyed playing “Hangman”
using vocabulary from their lesson on South America. First Grade learned the Mayan
alphabet; while Second Grade worked hard to form complete Spanish sentences. Third
Graders “spaced out” while doing word searches to learn the Spanish names of the planets in our
solar system. Fourth and Fifth Graders played “Jeopardy!” using facts about Africa.

This past month in Art, the Pre-Preppers and Preppers painted snowmen, and had fun mixing white paint with glitter

to make snowy pictures. The Pre-K students loved viewing and learning about the artwork of Henri Rousseau and his
paintings of jungle scenes. The students used tempera paint, construction paper and animal print collage paper to create

a jungle, complete with jungle animals! The results of this project were amazing! The Kindergarteners painted seals using
watercolors to correspond with their lesson about Antarctica. Using their handprints as a basis, the students also worked
on an Aboriginal dot painting to enhance their study of Australia. First Grade worked on drawings/paintings of their house.
The students also put finishing touches on several projects for the art show. Remember the art show is March 25th for
Pre-K through 5th grade students! The Second and Third Graders reviewed Picasso, focusing on his Cubist portraits and
the students created a self portrait based on the characteristics of cubism. Fourth and Fifth Grade created repousse flowers
in the style of Georgia O'Keeffe for the upcoming art show! Also, the Second through Fifth grade students have all begun
a unit on architecture. They are working on detailed drawings of a Victorian-style house which should be displayed soon!

The Preschool has been developing their sequencing skills in Music this month. The students have been using call-and-
response techniques to learn various children’s songs. They hear a simple pattern once, then reproduce it vocally, with
body percussion or instruments. We focused especially on simple rhythm patterns connected to the stress and meter of
the English language. The Primary School has been discovering how to work together as an ensemble. The students have
been playing games that involve listening exercises and ear-training. Each game requires a lot of subtle communication
using only eye contact and listening as a group. We are preparing for our upcoming musical revue entitled “Destination:
America!”, an educational play that follows the evolution of American music. The music includes selections of Folk, Blues,
Country, Motown, Broadway, and of course, Rock n” Roll! More information about the play will be sent home soon.



